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SUMMARY OF MEETING

action by CPSC on safety issues associated with the phaseout of
ozone-depleting CFC refrigerants and the adoption of alternative
refrigerants. The Association of Home Appliance Manufacturers

The AHAM representatives described in some detail the
technical issues involved in the design and function of
refrigerators, the role and Characteristics of various
refrigerants, and the potential sources of hazards associated
with the use of flammable refrigerants.

ANAM requested that CPSC take a proactive role in this
safety issue, including working with the Environmental Protection
Agency, Underwriters Laboratories, the Department of Energy, and
the National Fire Protection Administration to serve as a focal
point for concerns over the potential safety of consumer products

they desire a public review of the issues both for new designs
and for the servicing of existing products. They stressed that
while they have control of the application of refrigerants in
their new pProducts, they do not have much hold on the service
Sector where additional hazards might be introduced through the
retrofitting of old products with new refrigerants.

AHAM stressed that they were not Taising this issue with
CPSC for competitive reasons, but solely because of the safety
implications related to their products.

The AHAM representatives strongly suggested that CPSC staff
members attend the upcoming International Conference on CFC and w/
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Halon Alternatives to be held in Washington in October. They
provided the names of organizing people to contact about
attending this meeting,

Mr. Medford stated that CPSC staff would continue to
investigate this potential safety issue and that consultations



